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Although our college will not be certain of the full
extent of needed reductions until a final state budget
is adopted, it is clear that they will be significant.
As you should expect, Pierce has cut all discretionary
expenses, such as supplies and the like, to the bare
bone. Since almost all the college's annual revenue is
devoted to providing classes, real savings can only be
realized by shrinking our academic offerings. Clearly,
paring our educational programs will affect students
who are already struggling to enroll in overfilled
classes, but I know the fate of the college affects the
wider community as well. I want to ensure you are
aware of the difficult actions Pierce College must take
to weather the fiscal crisis.
Currently, our campus is funded by the state to
educate 14,793 full-time students. Preliminary state
funding necessitates rolling back enrollment by a
minimum of 740 full-time students. In order to
achieve this figure, we have reluctantly reduced our
summer 2011 classes by 65%, compared to our
already slimmed-down session offered last summer.
We also anticipate cancellation of the 2012 winter
intersession. These budget reductions may allow
Pierce to preserve the fall and spring semester class
offerings at the same level as the 2010-11 academic
year. However, this scenario is now considered the
"best-case.." Balancing the California state budget
may result in another round of billion dollar cuts to
education, which could require Pierce College to
drastically scale down fall and spring semester classes.
As a former student at Pierce College (more than a few
decades ago l ) and now its acting president, I am
dismayed when our campus cannot proVide the
educational opportunities being sought by the
community. Please be assured that everyone on
campus is actively engaged in maintaining our
commitment to high-quality programs and services in
support of student success, even during these difficult
times.

Sincerely,

Joy McCaslin, PhD
Acting Pierce President
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Steve's T & G Motors
A Complete Auto Service Repair Shop

Foreign & Domestic

• Brakes Service • AC & Healing
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• Wheel Alignment • Tune-Up
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